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SOCIETY RULES 
 

1. The name of the Society shall be “THE BRITISH MATCHBOX LABEL AND 

 BOOKMATCH SOCIETY” (hereinafter called “the Society”). 

2. The sole Object of the Society is to promote interest in and understanding of the hobby 

of Matchbox Label and Bookmatch collecting, together with any item pertaining to the 

 hobby. 

3. The general administrative year of the Society shall commence on 1st April in any one 

year and extend to 31st March in the following year. Such term shall be referred to as 

the “Society Year”. The accounting year of the Society shall commence on 1st January 

in any one year and extend to 31st December in the same year. Such term shall be 

referred to as the “Financial Year”. 

4. The affairs of the Society shall be conducted by a Committee of nine Members  elected 

by the general membership. Only members of the Society may serve on the Committee 

and each must have at least twenty-four consecutive months membership immediately 

prior to their nomination. Three Committee members shall be elected by the start of 

every Society Year, each for a three-year period. Re-election is permitted. 

5. Nominations for Committee membership must be proposed and seconded by separate 

members and countersigned by the nominee, and shall be submitted in writing to reach 

the General Secretary by not later than 31st December in the year preceding a due 

election. In the event of nominations exceeding the number of vacancies, postal voting 

papers shall be issued to all members. Voting papers shall be sent to a “Returning 

Officer” appointed by the Committee who shall not be a Committee Member nor a 

candidate for the election, and who shall supervise the counting of the votes and declare 

the result at the next Annual General Meeting. All voting papers shall be retained by 

the General Secretary for a period of two years. 

6. The elected Committee shall have the authority to co-opt up to three additional 

 members for a period not exceeding twelve months each. Renewed co-option is 

permitted. 

7. The quorum for Committee meetings shall be four. 

The Committee shall, by simple majority vote at its first meeting in the Society Year, 

or at any time to fill a vacancy, appoint the following Office Holders from amongst its 

number or by co-option, 

(a) A President who shall lead the Committee in the co-ordination of the activities of 

the Office Holders to the benefit of the members and the Object of the Society.  The 

President shall appoint a member, who may be the President, to chair a Committee 

meeting.  The President shall appoint a member, who may be the President, to chair a 

General Meeting.  The President, or in his absence the Chair, may exercise a casting 

vote at meetings, 

 (b) A General Secretary who shall conduct all correspondence on behalf of the Society, 

 (c) A Treasurer who shall maintain the finances of the Society and keep all such 

 financial  records as are required, 

 (d) A Membership Secretary who shall maintain all records of membership, 

 (e) An Editor who shall arrange preparation and production of the Society periodical. 

(f) The Committee shall appoint from its own members or from the general membership 

other Office Holders as deemed necessary. The Committee shall be authorised to 

disband any Office at any time. 

8. In the event of a Committee vacancy occurring, the Committee shall be authorised to 

 appoint a replacement for the expiry of the period of that office. Any Committee 
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 Member who is absent, without having sent his/her apologies, from three consecutive 

 Committee Meetings, shall be deemed to have resigned from the Committee. 

9. The Committee shall be authorised to appoint from their own numbers or the general 

membership any Sub-Committee deemed necessary and to disband any such Sub-

Committee at any time. 

10. The General Secretary shall ensure that minutes are taken for all meetings held, 

including meetings of all Sub-Committees.  The minutes of all Annual or other General 

Meetings shall be available for inspection at Annual General Meetings.  Copies of such 

minutes shall be made available to any member within two months of the meeting 

concerned, upon written request accompanied by a stamped addressed envelope.  

Minutes of all meetings of the Committee or any Sub-Committee shall be available to 

any Society member after they have been agreed and signed at a subsequent meeting of 

the Committee if a written request is made to the General Secretary and accompanied 

by a stamped self addressed envelope. 

11. The Annual General Meeting shall be held within two months of the end of the Society 

Year.  It shall receive reports from the Committee, Office Holders and other Members 

carrying out special duties and consider and decide upon any proposals.  The quorum 

for the AGM shall be eight members, of which four must be Committee members. The 

Annual General Meeting will only consider proposals duly signed by the proposing 

member and supported by a second member and which have been notified to the 

General Secretary before 28th February and published to the membership before the 

Meeting. 

12. Any other General Meeting will be convened by the General Secretary by unanimous 

decision at a Committee Meeting or at the written request of not less than twenty-four 

members.  It shall only consider proposals duly signed and notified to the General 

Secretary and published to the membership not less than four weeks and not more than 

16 weeks before the General Meeting.  The Committee may delay such notification to 

accompany the next scheduled Society periodical. The quorum for any other General 

Meeting shall be eight members, of which four must be Committee members. 

13. Applications for membership of the Society shall be made in writing and addressed to 

the Society and be received by the Membership Secretary on behalf of the Committee.  

The Committee shall have the right to reject any application.  When a member acts in a 

manner which is deemed prejudicial to the interests of the Society or to members in 

general or gives rise to complaints to the General Secretary, the Committee shall 

consider all the circumstances and, if appropriate, shall have the authority to either 

immediately terminate membership and refund any part of subscriptions already paid 

for the current period or decline to accept the ensuing Annual subscription of the 

member in question. The Committee shall advise the person concerned of its decision 

but shall not be obliged to state any reason for taking action under this rule. 

14. The Annual Subscription rates shall be determined by the Committee and ratified by 

 members at a General Meeting.  Alterations in annual subscriptions shall be notified to 

 all members by being published in the first available Society periodical. 

15. Subscriptions become payable upon application for membership and renewable on the

 anniversary of that date each year or on a date advised by the Membership Secretary. 

16. Members resident in the British Isles being one month in arrears or overseas members 

being  three months in arrears of payment of the annual subscription shall be deemed 

to  have allowed their membership to lapse, and their names shall be deleted from the 

Membership List. 
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17. The payment of the annual subscription shall entitle each member to a Membership List 

and to  amendments to such List, to all scheduled Society periodicals, and to participate 

 in all events and facilities offered by the Society during membership. 

18. Non-members who wish to attend a Society event or benefit from a Society Service 

 may apply or and obtain Temporary Membership by payment of the Admission Fee as 

 determined by the Committee.  Temporary membership shall not extend beyond the 

 event or service provided and shall not carry any entitlement other than that specified 

 in this Rule or its interpretation by the Committee.  

19. All funds received by the Society shall be devoted exclusively to the use of the Society.  

The annual statement of accounts shall be presented to the Committee for approval not 

less than one week prior to a General Meeting.  A copy of the annual statement of 

accounts shall be available for inspection at that General Meeting and be issued to all 

members.  The Committee shall appoint a competent person who is not a Committee 

member to audit the accounts. None of the income or property of the Society may be 

paid to or distributed among the members of the Society during its lifetime. 

20. Whilst reasonable and practicable effort shall be made by the Committee to safeguard 

 property of members no responsibility shall rest with the Society or Officials thereof 

 for losses which arise through transit either with the Society directly or in direct 

 exchange between members. Although reasonable precaution will be taken, the Society 

 shall accept no liability for loss of material placed on display or offered neither for sale 

at any event of the Society nor for the personal or other property lost by any member or 

any other person visiting any meeting organised by the Society. 

21. No alteration or addition to these rules shall be made except by consent of two-thirds 

 of  members voting at a General Meeting. Any alterations or additions shall be 

circulated to members by being published in the next available Society periodical. 

22. Every member shall be equally liable for the debts of the Society, but each member’s 

 liability shall be limited to the amount of the annual subscription paid for the current 

 Society Year. No member shall be entitled to pledge the credit of the Society. 

23. Clubs or other recognised organisations shall be eligible for affiliation to the Society 

 on compliance with the rules and Committee decisions prevailing at the time. Such 

 affiliated bodies shall be bound by the rules of the Society. 

24. No proposal for the dissolution or amalgamation of the Society with any other body 

 shall be carried unless it receives the support of more than 75% of the membership of 

 the Society. No proposal of amalgamation shall be entertained unless it contains a  

complete scheme to show the object and rules of the proposed body; subscriptions and 

 all other charges to be levied; the rights and privileges of all members and the treatment 

of all assets. 

25. Dissolution of the Society shall require the Committee to pass all the Society's 

remaining assets to a properly constituted not-for-profit organisation, as identified by 

decision of the Committee, and the Committee shall ensure that none of the assets of 

the Society are paid to or distributed among the members upon dissolution of the 

Society. 

 

Last updated : May 2025 
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AUCTION RULES - MEETINGS 

Aim 

A 1.1 The Society aims to conduct fair and efficient Auctions whilst giving all members an 

equal opportunity to buy or sell items as well as helping to indicate values of items in 

their collections. 

Application and Amendment of Rules 

A 2.1 These Rules shall apply to Auctions held at meetings organised by the Society. 

A 2.2 Any Seller, Buyer or Committee appointee participating in an Auction shall be deemed 

to have read, understood and agreed to be bound by these Rules. 

A 2.3  These Rules may be amended by a majority decision of the Committee and such 

amendment shall be effective on notification to participants. 

Organisation 

A 3.1 The Committee shall appoint an Auction Organiser, as well as auctioneers, clerks, 

porters and others as honorary officers to try to ensure the fair, efficient and economic 

conduct of the Auctions. 

A 3.2 The Auction Organiser and Treasurer shall retain all records and accounts of each 

Auction at a meeting organised by the Society for inspection by the Committee. 

Participation 

A 4.1 Only Subscribing Members and Temporary Members of the Society may sell or buy 

Lots through an Auction. A visitor to the meeting who is not a Subscribing Member 

shall be considered a Temporary Member for that day on payment of the entrance fee 

to the meeting. A Seller entering a Lot in an auction who is not a Subscribing Member 

shall be considered a Temporary Member for that auction. 

 Note: The Society avoids any taxation of revenue derived from auction commissions 

and other trading as long as buying and selling is solely between members. 

A 4.2 All transactions, including all bids and payments, shall be in British pounds (GBP). 

Role of Society 

A 5.1 The Society auctions each Lot on behalf of the Seller as agent only and cannot accept 

any responsibility for the disputes that may arise between a Buyer and a Seller.  

However, the Committee will attempt to assist in resolving any dispute as far as is 

reasonably practical. 

Lot entry 

A 6.1 A Seller may request a maximum of five Lots to be entered in an Auction by first 

providing a suitable, written, brief description of each Lot to the Auction Organiser 

within the dates set out in the Auction Timetable. The Auction Organiser shall confirm 

to the Seller, in writing, whether or not each Lot can be accommodated. 

A 6.2 The Auction Organiser shall not accept more than 100 lot entries to any one Auction 

and Lot entries will be allocated on a first come first served basis. 

A 6.3 If entry of a Lot is refused because that auction is full then the Seller is required to apply 

again to enter a later auction within the dates set out in the Auction Timetable. 

A 6.4 If entry of a Lot is accepted then the Auction Organiser will supply a label indicating 

the Lot number for the Seller to affix to that Lot in a prominent position.  Lots may only 

be handed over to the Auction Organiser after their entry has been accepted. 

A 6.5 The Seller has the duty to ensure that each Lot is handed over to the Auction Organiser 

preferably before the day of the auction or otherwise between 11 a.m. and 12 noon on 

the day of the auction. 
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A 6.6 Any Lot that has been entered and accepted by the Auction Organiser either before, or 

on, the day of the Auction cannot be withdrawn, except that the Auction Organiser shall 

require any Lot not matching the Seller’s original description or lot number to be 

withdrawn by the Seller. 

A 6.7 Receipts for Lots handed over to the Auction Organiser will only be issued at the 

request and expense of the Seller. 

Lot Content and Presentation 

A 7.1 Only phillumenic items may be included in Lots such as: matchboxes; matchbox labels; 

bookmatches; match packaging; match advertising; associated publications; and any 

other material related to the collecting, use or manufacture of match related items. 

A 7.2 The Seller must package a Lot in such a manner to allow its safe handling and 

examination by potential Bidders.  Small items shall be presented in a package not less 

than 20 cm x 20cm.  Lots must be of a reasonable size, weight and portability to enable 

easy handling for examination by Bidders and for subsequent carrying away by Buyers.  

The Packaging of a Lot shall be the responsibility of the Seller and therefore damage 

to, or loss from, the Lot during handling shall be at the risk of the Seller. 

Preparation and Publication of Auction Catalogue 

A 8.1 The Auction Organiser shall arrange the preparation of an Auction Catalogue to be 

published prior to the Auction.  The description published for each Lot shall be based 

on that supplied by the Seller. 

Lot Inspection and Bidding 

A 9.1 Bidders are advised to satisfy themselves of the content of a Lot and be prepared to buy 

caveat emptor (= “buyer beware”) 

A 9.2 Any remarks the Auctioneer may make concerning a Lot shall be considered advisory 

only and not binding in any way. 

A 9.3 Only Subscribing Members may make Postal Bids. Postal bids shall be made in writing 

or e-mail and received by the Auction Organiser before the published closing 

date.  Postal Bidders must clearly state: their full name, their full postal address, their 

membership number, their e-mail address, their telephone number, their postal 

preference and their maximum bid against each Lot number.  The Auction Organiser 

shall mark each postal bid with the time and date it was opened.  Postal bids that cannot 

be clearly and unambiguously understood or do not conform to these Rules will be 

rejected.  Where two postal bids of the same amount have been received for the same 

Lot then the bid opened first by the Auction Organiser shall be the bid accepted. 

A 9.4 A Seller may set a Reserve Price on a Lot by informing the Auction Organiser in 

writing.  A Reserve Price shall be treated as a fixed bid by the Seller to buy at that price. 

Lots that are unsold because of not reaching the Reserve will be liable to a commission 

charge of 15% of the requested Reserve up to a maximum of £10. The Seller will also 

be responsible for any costs incurred by the Society to return the unsold lot. 

A 9.5 The Auctioneer may start the bidding at any value.  Bidding stages shall be at the 

Auctioneer’s discretion but shall generally be in 50p steps up to £10; £1 steps up to 

£25; £5 steps up to £100; £10 steps up to £250; £25 steps up to £500; and £50 steps 

thereafter. 

A 9.6 It is the responsibility of the Bidder to attract the attention of the Auctioneer and to 

make their bids clear. 

A 9.7 The buyer of a Lot shall be the one making the highest bid knocked down by the 

Auctioneer.  It is the responsibility of a Buyer to ensure that their name is given 

accurately to the clerks. 
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A 9.8 A Lot that attracts no bids or a Lot that is withdrawn shall be deemed to have been 

knocked down to the Seller for £1. 

Buyer’s Settlement and Collection of Lots 

A 10.1 Buyers present at the Auction must settle their account in full at the end of each 

auction.  Accounts may be settled by cash or by cheque made payable to BML&BS, or 

by electronic funds transfer to the Society.  Buyers present at the Auction are 

responsible for the collection of any Lot purchased. Buyers who are not present at the 

Auction will be invoiced by e-mail or letter and shall settle their invoices in full before 

any Lots can be despatched to them. Payments must be in GBP (GB pounds) by cheque 

made payable to that notified on the invoice, or by electronic funds transfer to the 

Society. 

 

A.10.2 The Society will take no responsibility for items lost or damaged in the post. All auction 

items are sent by second class mail and a certificate of posting obtained. Buyers can 

request UK signed for or Special Delivery postage at their own expense by notifying 

the Auction Organiser. 

 

Payout and Commission 

A 11.1 Whether a Lot is sold, unsold, or withdrawn, a commission of the greater of £1 or 15% 

of the sum realised shall be deducted by the Society from any monies due to the Seller 

after payment has been received from the Buyer.  If the Seller has placed a Reserve 

Price on any Lot and the Lot is unsold because of not reaching the Reserve, the 

commission payable will be 15% of the Reserve Price up to a maximum of £10. The 

Seller will also be responsible for any costs incurred by the Society to return the unsold 

lot.  Payment shall be made in GBP (GB pounds).  Monies not collected before the end 

of the meeting shall be forwarded at the convenience of the Society and at the expense 

of the Seller. 

 

A 11.2 Any Lot that remains uncollected at the end of the event shall be dealt with at the 

expense of the Buyer. 

 

Auction Timetable 

A 12.1 The following table shows the principal dates for each Auction: 

 

Period for Lot Entry Catalogue 

published 

Auction date Results 

published 

1 September-31 October December February April 

1 November-31 December February April June 

1 January-30 June August October December 

1 July-31 August October Nov/Dec February 

 

A 12.2 The Auction Organiser may revise the Auction Timetable at any time as circumstances 

may require. 

 

Last updated : October 2023  
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POSTAL AUCTION RULES 

Aim 

PA 1.1 The Postal Auction is intended to run as effectively and economically as possible 

whilst at the same time giving all members an equal opportunity to buy or sell items 

as well as helping to indicate the values of items in their collections. 

Application and Amendment of Rules 

PA 2.1 These Rules shall apply to Postal Auctions organised by the Society. 

PA 2.2 Any Seller, Bidder, Buyer or Committee appointee participating in a Postal Auction 

shall be deemed to have read, understood and agreed to be bound by these Rules. 

PA 2.3 These Rules may be amended by a majority decision of the Committee and such 

amendment shall be effective on notification to participants. 

Organisation 

PA 3.1 The Committee shall appoint a Postal Auction Manager as an honorary officer to try 

to ensure the fair, efficient and economic conduct of Postal Auctions. 

PA 3.2 The Postal Auction Manager shall retain all records and accounts of each Postal 

auction for inspection by the Committee. The Committee may appoint invigilators to 

witness the conduct of the Postal Auction and selection of buyers. 

Participation 

PA 4.1 Only members of the Society may buy or sell through a Postal Auction. 

PA 4.2 All transactions, including all bids and all payments, shall be in British Pounds (GBP) 

Role of Society 

PA 5.1 The Society auctions each Lot on behalf of the Seller as agent only and cannot accept 

any responsibility for the disputes that may arise between a Seller and a Buyer. 

However, the Committee will attempt to assist in resolving any dispute as far as is 

reasonably practicable. 

Lot Entry 

PA 6.1 A Seller may enter a maximum of five Lots in a Postal Auction by sending them to the 

Postal Auction Manager with a suitable, written, brief, accurate description. 

PA 6.2 Within constraints set by the Committee, the Postal Auction Manager shall determine 

the total number of Lots comprising any one Postal Auction. 

PA 6.3 Where space is not available for the next Postal Auction the Postal Auction Manager 

may choose to either return Lots to the Seller or hold them over for a future Postal 

Auction. 

PA 6.4 The Postal Auction Manager will acknowledge in writing any Lots received only when 

requested and at the expense of the Seller. 

Lot Content and Presentation 

PA 7.1 Only phillumenic items may be included in Lots such as: matchboxes; matchbox 

labels; bookmatches; match packaging; match advertising; associated publications; 

and any other material related to the collecting, use or manufacture of match related 

items. 

PA 7.2 It is forbidden for Lots to include any items that are prohibited to be carried by Royal 

Mail such as live matches. Any Lots received by the Postal Auction Manager with 

prohibited items shall be excluded from the Postal Auction and will be retained for 

collection by the Seller for a maximum of 30 days after which time they will be 

disposed of at the expense of the Seller. 
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Preparation and Publication of Postal Auction Catalogues 

PA 8.1 The Postal Auction Manager shall arrange the preparation of a Postal Auction 

Catalogue. The description published for each Lot shall be as accurate as the Postal 

Auction Manager can reasonably practically determine and may not therefore be based 

on that supplied by the Seller. 

PA 8.2 Any illustrations of Lot items in the Postal Auction will be at the sole discretion of the 

Postal Auction Manager. 

PA 8.3 The Postal Auction Catalogue will indicate those Lots where the weight exceeds 100g. 

Note: Postage and packaging costs will be minimised for Sellers and Buyers if Lots 

are reduced to their minimum size and weight; e.g. it is often better to send loose labels 

as a Lot rather than labels mounted on an album page. 

Lot Inspection and Bidding 

PA 9.1 As Bidders are not able to inspect Lots before bidding they are advised to satisfy 

themselves of the content of a Lot by the description given and be prepared to buy 

caveat emptor. 

PA 9.2 Bids shall be made in writing by letter or e-mail and received by the Postal Auction 

Manager before the published closing date. Each Bidder must clearly state: their full 

name, their full postal address, their membership number, their e-mail address, their 

telephone number, their postage preference and their maximum bid against each Lot 

number. The Postal Auction Manager shall mark each postal bid with the time and date 

it was opened. 

PA 9.3 A Seller may set a Reserve Price on a lot by informing the Postal Auction Manager in 

writing. A Reserve Price shall be treated as a fixed bid by the Seller to buy at that price. 

Lots that are not sold because of a failure to reach the Reserve will be subject to a 

commission charge of 15% of the requested Reserve up to a maximum of £10. The 

Seller will also be responsible for any costs incurred by the Society to return the unsold 

lot. 

PA 9.4 Bids must be in: 50p steps up to £10; £1 steps up to £25; £5 steps up to £100; and £10 

steps thereafter. 

PA 9.5 Bids that cannot be clearly and unambiguously understood or do not conform to these 

Rules will be rejected. 

PA 9.6 The Buyer of a Lot shall be the one making the highest maximum bid and the Lot shall 

be knocked down at one bid step above the second highest bid. 

PA 9.7 In the event of equal maximum bids the first received will be accepted and the Lot 

shall be knocked down at that price. 

PA 9.8 In the event that only one bid is received for a Lot then it shall be knocked down at the 

next bid step higher than half the maximum bid. 

PA 9.9 The Postal Auction Manager may bid for Lots in the Postal Auction if made prior to 

the publication of the Postal Auction and validated by the Secretary. 

PA9.10 A Lot failing to attract bids shall be entered automatically into the next Postal Auction. 

If it again fails to attract bids then it shall be deemed to have been knocked down to 

the Seller for £1.00. 

Buyer’s Settlement and Delivery of Lots 

PA10.1 After bidding is closed, the Postal Auction Manager shall invoice Buyers giving details 

of the Lots they are buying and the postage and packaging costs involved including 

costs of invoicing. Those bidding by e-mail will be invoiced by e-mail. Buyers shall 

settle their invoices in full before any Lots can be despatched to them. Payments must 
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be in GBP (GB pounds) by cheque made payable to that notified on the invoice, or by 

electronic funds transfer to the Society. 

PA10.2 The Society will take no responsibility for items lost or damaged in the post. All 

auction items are sent by second class mail and a certificate of posting obtained. 

Buyers can request UK signed for or Special Delivery postage at their own expense by 

notifying the Postal Auction Manager. 

 

Payout and Commission 

PA11.1 Whether a Lot is sold or unsold, a commission of the greater of £1.00 or 15% of the 

sum realised shall be deducted by the Society from any monies paid to a Seller after 

payment has been received from the Buyer.  Payment shall be made in GBP (GB 

pounds). 

 

Postal Auction Timetable 

PA12.1 The following table shows the principal dates for each Postal Auction: 

 

Closing date for Lot 

entry 

Catalogue published Closing date for 

Bids 

Results 

published 

1 December February 28 February April 

1 February April 30 April June 

1 April June 30 June August 

1 June August 31 August October 

1 August October 31 October December 

1 October December 31 December February 

 

PA12.2 The Postal Auction Manager may revise the Postal Auction timetable at any time as 

circumstances may require. 
 

Last updated : October 2023 
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ON-LINE AUCTION RULES 

Aim 

OA 1.1 The On-line Auction is intended to run as effectively and economically as possible 

whilst at the same time giving all members an equal opportunity to buy or sell items 

as well as helping to indicate the values of items in their collections. 

Application and Amendment of Rules 

OA 2.1 These Rules shall apply to On-line Auctions organised by the Society. 

OA 2.2 Any Seller, Bidder, Buyer or Committee appointee participating in an On-line Auction 

shall be deemed to have read, understood and agreed to be bound by these Rules. 

OA 2.3 These Rules may be amended by a majority decision of the Committee and such 

amendment shall be effective on notification to participants. 

Organisation 

OA 3.1 The Committee shall appoint an On-line Auction Manager as well as Auctioneers, 

Clerks, Administrators, Holder of Lots and others as honorary officers to try to ensure 

the fair, efficient and economic conduct of On-line Auctions. 

OA 3.2 The On-line Auction Manager and Clerk shall retain all records and accounts of each 

On-line auction for inspection by the Committee.  

OA 3.3 The On-line Auction Manager will select a suitable on-line platform for running the 

On-line Auction which is secure and robust, and will communicate this choice to the 

Committee. The On-line Auction Manager will set up the On-line Auctions as 

required. The On-line Auction Manager may change the platform as and when 

necessary, and must inform the Committee of the change.  

Participation 

OA 4.1 Only members of the Society may buy or sell through an On-line Auction. 

OA 4.2 All transactions, including all bids and all payments, shall be in British Pounds (GBP) 

and will preferably be made using electronic funds transfer. 

OA 4.3 Members can take part in an On-line Auction by submitting a Request to Participate 

to the On-line Auction Manager at least twenty (20) days in advance of the Auction 

date. Members will be encouraged to attend a familiarisation session before 

participating in their first On-line Auction. 

OA 4.4 The On-line Auction Manager will ensure that members who do not have on-line 

access will not be prevented from participating in the On-line Auctions. 

Role of Society 

OA 5.1 The Society auctions each Lot on behalf of the Seller as agent only and cannot accept 

any responsibility for the disputes that may arise between a Seller and a Buyer. 

However, the Committee will attempt to assist in resolving any dispute as far as is 

reasonably practicable. 

Lot Entry 

OA 6.1 A Seller may request a maximum of five Lots to be entered in an On-line Auction by 

first providing a suitable, written, brief accurate description of each Lot including its 

type, condition, quantity and weight, and must provide photographic images to the On-

line Auction Manager by the Closing Date for Lot Entry as set out in the Auction 

Timetable. The On-line Auction Manager shall, after consultation with other relevant 

officers, confirm to the Seller in writing whether or not each Lot can be accepted and 

accommodated.  
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OA 6.2 Within constraints set by the Committee, the On-line Auction Manager shall determine 

the total number of Lots comprising any one On-line Auction.  

OA 6.3 Where space is not available for the next On-line Auction the On-line Auction 

Manager, after consultation with the Seller, may choose to either return Lots to the 

Seller at the Seller’s expense or hold them over for a future On-line Auction. 

OA 6.4 The On-line Auction Manager will acknowledge in writing any Lots received only 

when requested and at the expense of the Seller. 

OA 6.5   Lots that the On-line Auction Manager decides are suitable must be sent to the Holder 

of Lots by the Seller at their own expense within fifteen (15) days of acceptance. The 

On-line Auction Manager may reject any Lot received which is not as described by 

the Seller, and return it to the Seller at the Seller’s expense. 

OA 6.6 In order to differentiate the On-line Auction from other Auctions it will be limited to 

a Minimum Number of twenty (20) Lots and the Minimum Value of each Lot is ten 

(10) pounds. The On-line Auction Manager may change these limits if necessary and 

will communicate any such changes to the Committee at least forty five (45) days in 

advance of the Auction date. 

OA 6.7 Lots which are returned to Sellers at their own expense will be sent by second class 

mail and a certificate of posting obtained. Sellers can request UK signed for or Special 

Delivery postage at their own expense by notifying the On-line Auction Manager. 

Lot Content and Presentation 

OA 7.1 Only phillumenic items may be included in Lots such as: matchboxes; matchbox 

labels; bookmatches; match packaging; match advertising; associated publications; 

and any other material related to the collecting, use or manufacture of match related 

items. 

OA 7.2 It is forbidden for Lots to include any items that are prohibited to be carried by Royal 

Mail such as live matches. Any Lots received by the On-line Auction Manager with 

prohibited items shall be excluded from the On-line Auction and will be retained for 

collection by the Seller for a maximum of 30 days after which time they will be 

disposed of at the expense of the Seller. 

Preparation and Publication of On-line Auction Catalogues 

OA 8.1 The On-line Auction Manager shall arrange the preparation of an On-line Auction 

Catalogue and will determine a Guide Price for each Lot. The description published 

for each Lot shall be as accurate as the On-line Auction Manager can reasonably 

practically determine and may not therefore be based on that supplied by the Seller.  

OA 8.2 All lots will have one or more photographic images in the On-line Auction Catalogue 

on the Society web site.  

OA 8.3 The On-line Auction Catalogue will indicate those Lots where the weight exceeds 

100g. Note: Postage and packaging costs will be minimised for Sellers and Buyers if 

Lots are reduced to their minimum size and weight; e.g. it is often better to send loose 

labels as a Lot rather than labels mounted in an album. 

OA 8.4 The On-line Auction Catalogue will be made available on the Society web site within 

four weeks of the date of the Auction which is normally when Match Label News has 

been dispatched to members. 

Lot Inspection and Bidding 

OA 9.1 As Bidders are not able to inspect Lots before bidding they are advised to satisfy 

themselves of the content of a Lot by the description given and be prepared to buy 

caveat emptor. 
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OA 9.2 Postal bids shall be made in writing by letter, e-mail or web form and received by the 

On-line Auction Manager before the published Closing Date for Postal Bids. Each 

Bidder must clearly state: their full name, their full postal address, their membership 

number, their e-mail address, their telephone number, their postage preference and 

their maximum bid against each Lot number. The On-line Auction Manager shall mark 

each bid with the time and date it was opened.  

OA 9.3 A Seller may set a Reserve Price on a lot by informing the On-line Auction Manager 

in writing. A Reserve Price shall be treated as a fixed bid by the Seller to buy at that 

price. Lots that are not sold because of a failure to reach the Reserve will be subject to 

a commission charge of 15% of the requested Reserve up to a maximum of £10. The 

Seller will also be responsible for any costs incurred by the Society to return the unsold 

lot. 

OA 9.4 The Auctioneer will conduct the On-line Auction in English and will invite the Bidders 

to submit bids through the on-line platform. The Auctioneer shall have sole discretion 

in deciding and communicating the bid increments.  

OA 9.5 Bids that cannot be clearly and unambiguously understood or do not conform to these 

Rules will be rejected. 

OA 9.6 The Buyer of a Lot shall be the one making the highest maximum bid knocked down 

by the Auctioneer. 

OA 9.7 In the event of equal maximum bids the first received will be accepted and the Lot 

shall be knocked down at that price. 

OA 9.8 In the event that only one bid is received for a Lot then it shall be knocked down at the 

next bid step higher than half the maximum bid. 

OA 9.9 The On-line Auction Manager’s decision on winning bids is final and binding, and will 

be recorded in the proceedings of the On-line Auction. 

OA 9.10 A Lot failing to attract bids shall be entered automatically into the next On-line 

Auction. If it again fails to attract bids then it shall be deemed to have been knocked 

down to the Seller for 15% of the Minimum Value. 

OA 9.11 Bidders who do not abide by these Rules and/or disrupt the On-line Auction may be 

removed from the Auction by the On-line Auction Manager. 

Buyer’s Settlement and Delivery of Lots 

OA 10.1 After bidding is closed, the On-line Auction Manager shall invoice Buyers giving 

details of the Lots they are buying and the postage and packaging costs involved 

including costs of invoicing. Those bidding by e-mail will be invoiced by e-mail. 

Buyers shall settle their invoices in full before any Lots can be despatched to them. 

Payments must be in GBP (GB pounds) by electronic funds transfer to the Society or 

by cheque made payable to that notified on the invoice. 

OA 10.2 The Society will take no responsibility for items lost or damaged in the post. All 

auction items are sent by second class mail and a certificate of posting obtained. Buyers 

can request UK signed for or Special Delivery postage at their own expense by 

notifying the On-line Auction Manager. 

OA 10.3 Payments for purchased Lots which are not settled within twenty (20) days after the 

end of the On-line Auction will be deemed un-sold and may be entered in another On-

line Auction. 

Payout and Commission 

OA 11.1 Whether a Lot is sold or unsold, a commission of the greater of 15% of the Minimum 

Value or 15% of the sum realised shall be deducted by the Society from any monies 

paid to a Seller after payment has been received from the Buyer.  If the Seller has 

http://www.phillumeny/com


BRITISH MATCHBOX LABEL AND BOOKMATCH SOCIETY 
www.phillumeny/com 

 

 

BML&BS Book of Rules, May 2025 Page 15 of 16 
 

placed a Reserve price on any Lot and the Lot is unsold because of not reaching the 

Reserve, the commission payable will be 15% of the Reserve price up to a maximum 

of £10. The Seller will also be responsible for any costs incurred by the Society to 

return the unsold lot. Payment shall be made in GBP (GB pounds). 

On-line Auction Timetable 

OA 12.1 The On-line Auction will be held at a time which does not conflict with other Society 

Auctions. The following table shows the principal dates for each On-line Auction:  

 

Closing date for 

Lot entry 

Catalogue 

published 

Closing date for 

Postal Bids 

On-line Auction 

Date 

Results 

published 

1 January February 28 February March April 

1 May June 30 June July August 

1 September October 31 October November December 

 

OA 12.2 The On-line Auction Manager may revise the On-line Auction timetable at any time 

as circumstances may require. 

 

Last updated : April 2024 
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